INTRODUCTION
1. The Rise of Devotion in India

DEVOTION may be communal or individual; it
may be directed to a State deity and assume the

form of temple rituals, or it may flow in a pure
stream of personal love to the deity of one's own choice.
In this little essay we have to consider both of these
aspects in relation to religious life in India.

It is a little hard to understand those who demand
proofs of temple worship in India at a date before the
Christian era began. Excavation even on the lowest
strata in Egypt, Babylonia, and everywhere else has
revealed the existence of temples, with presumably
organised temple rites, away back in the closing stages
of the Neolithic period, almost before town-dwelling
began at all. Would anyone suggest that the ancient
Indian was less pious than the pleasure-loving Egyptian
or the hard business men of Chaldaea ? It is surely a
matter of common sense that India knew temples as soon
as these other lands, whose climates have permitted the
survival even of buildings in crude brick, roofed with
cocoanut leaves or straw.
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